
                                                                           
 

 

St. Joseph the Worker School 

May 2019 Newsletter 
 

  

Dear Parents and Guardians,  
 

 Once again, our May is looking to be a very busy one! Last Wednesday (the 1st of 

May), we celebrated our patron saint’s Feast Day.  The school marked this celebration 
with a school mass, followed by a “school family” luncheon in the gym that ended with a 
Feast Day cake.  Later this week, our Grade 4 and 5 classes will lead the school 
community in a Living Rosary that will be held at 9am on May 8.  We welcome all parents 
and guardians to this wonderful prayer tribute to our Blessed Mother.  

 
  Only a week ago, our Grade 2 class celebrated their First Communion with their 
mass families and our Friars.  It was a joyous experience that will hopefully stay in the 
hearts of the children for many years.  Watching the children so carefully and reverently 
receive in the body and blood of Christ was also a reminder that we, who have been 
partaking of the Lord’s Table for years, should revisit the importance of this sacrament of 

initiation – a sacrament that offers us a  spiritual food that no earthly feast can provide.    
 
 Looking ahead at the final two months of the school year, we see our Walkathon 
quickly approaching  on May 10, our Parent Appreciation Tea coming up on May 22, as 
well as a myriad of Track and Field events that will carry the school through May and into 

June.  We also have 2 different Parent Evenings for our St. Joe’s parents.  The first one is 
being co-hosted by St. Joe’s and St. Paul’s and will be held on May 13.  The topic is on 
childhood anxiety.  The second information evening is about helping guide your children 
though adolescence and their sexuality.  Please read below for more details.  

                

 May the joy of the Easter Celebration continue to be with our families and all of our 
beloved extended family in Christ.   
 
Alleluia!  He is Risen! 

 
 

In Christ, 

 
Paul Fraser, Principal  
 



Madagascar Junior!  What a Hit!          

          
A huge congratulations goes out to the cast and chorus of our Spring Musical!  This year, the team wowed 

the community with 3 hilarious performances of “Madagascar Jr”.  The acting, singing, and humour 

showcased the amazing talent we have here at St. Joe’s.  A special thanks goes out to not only the show 

directors but the entire staff who all rolled up their sleeves to make the show such a visual and musical 

success.   

 

An extra celebration to share is that the school community also raised $700 from tickets sales for our ongoing 

support of our sister school in Kenya.   
 

 

 

 

Covenant House Spirit Day Fundraiser results             
Our April Spirit Day, held on Tuesday, April 16, raised funds Covenant House.  Through the efforts the 

dress-down day, the school community managed to raise an impressive $392. 

 

 

 

First Communion  - Prayers of Thanks!      
       

We offer prayers of thanksgiving and support to each and every one of our St. Joe’s students who received 

their First Communion during the numerous masses on April 27 and 28.  A special thanks goes out to our 

Mrs. Ison, who worked so hard to prepare our little ones for the sacrament.   

 

 

 

Anxiety and Your Child Workshop         
Has your child ever experienced stress?  The answer is, of course.  Stress is a fact of life, and can at times be 

a productive response to stimuli.  Unfortunately, stress has become an all too common presence in our daily 

lives, and when children aren't equipped with the skills to manage it, or parents aren't aware of the signs to 

watch for, stress and anxiety can become a crippling inhibitor to our children living a resilient, healthy life. 

 

St. Paul and St. Joseph the Worker Schools invite our parent communities to a parent education evening 

at St. Paul School on May 13th to focus on our children's mental health.  Even if your child does not show 

any signs of stress or anxiety, we encourage all parents to attend this very informative evening with Clinical 

Counselor PJ Lewis.  Please see the flyer (blogged out last week) for full details, as well as information on 

our presenter for the evening. 

 

 

 



Sexuality and Your Child Parent Information Evening – May 27 at 7pm 
St. Joseph the Worker Parish and School is offering a Sexuality and Your Child workshop for all parents who 

have children in Grades 4, 5, 6 and 7.   The evening workshop date is set for Monday, May 27 at 7pm.This 

informative workshop will offer parents ways to successfully teach their children about sexuality in a faith-

based way that is countercultural to the social messages they are being inundated with. This evening will 

include a live panel of Catholic young adults, who will be sharing their authentic perspective on growing up 

Catholic in today's challenging world.   

 

 

Mite Box Appeal        
Only 60 Mite Boxes have come back to the school office. We are still waiting for more to be returned before 

we send our offerings to the Vocations office.  If you have your Mite Box at home, please bring it to school 

as soon as possible so we can send our generous donations in one delivery.   As we previously shared, all 

money brought in from Archdiocesan Mite Boxes is used to support our many seminaries.  

 

St. Joe’s Walkathon Coming Soon!               

Friday, May 10 is our annual St. Joe’s Walkathon.  At this point in time, the weather is looking great and 

spirits are high for this important fundraiser and community-building event.  Please note that the Walkathon 

will proceed rain or shine, so please keep an eye on the weather forecast and ensure your child dresses 

appropriately.  There will be a free pizza lunch and dismissal is at 12:15pm.   

 

Let’s get those pledge sheets filled and ensure our Walkathon has 100% family participation and is the 

success that it needs to be! 

 

 

Track and Field Meets– Important Dates to Note     
   

There are several Track and Field Meets coming in May and early June. Please make note of the dates: 

 

Vancouver College:      Thursday, May 16@ Vancouver College (8:45am-2:30pm: track events only) 

CISVA Meet (Day 1):  Wednesday, May 29 @ Swangard Stadium (selected students)  

CISVA Meet (Day 2):  Wednesday, June 5 @ Swangard Stadium  (selected students) 

 

 

 

Friends and Family - Spring Fling 2019 on May 25th  
The Friends and Families of St. Joe’ is hosting a community building event on Saturday, May 25.  All are 

welcome to attend this wonderful celebration of food and fun.  There will be a 10 course buffet dinner, door 

prizes and raffles.  Tickets are $35 for adults and $15 for children.  You may purchase tickets at the school 

office or at the parish office.    

 

 



Readers Are Leaders – Well Done, We All Fall Up! 
A big congratulations goes out to an amazing group of seven Grade 6 and 7 students and their literature 

coach, Mrs. Williams.  The team, who named themselves “We All Fall Up”, won both the school-wide and 

regional competitions, and then went on to test their reading skills in the CISVA-wide Readers Are Leaders 

Finals.  I am proud to announce that our St. Joe’s team, out of 27 participating schools, came in 2nd Place in 

the finals!  Well done to Charlie, Selena, Robin, Chiara, Domenic, Dean and Ryan!  

 

 

Extra Long Victoria Day Long Weekend Coming Up 
This is a reminder that there will not be school on Friday, May 17 due to a Pro-D Day. As well, there will be 

no classes on Monday, May 20 due to Victoria Day.   Classes resume on Tuesday, May 21.   

 

 

May Living Rosary 
A Living Rosary for the Marian month of May will be held on Wednesday, May 8 at 9am.  Grades 4 and 5 

will be leading the school community through a reflection and prayer in honour of our Blessed Mother.  

Parents and guardians are welcome to attend. 

 

 

Parent Appreciation Tea and Musical Celebration 
In appreciation of such a supportive and warm parent community here at St. Joe’s, the staff and students will 

once again be hosting their annual Parent Appreciation Tea.  This year, the tea and musical celebration will 

be held during the afternoon of Wednesday, May 22.  There will be tasty treats and delectable snacks 

available for everyone who attends!  Sweet treats are served around 1pm and the afternoon of musical 

entertainment will begin around 2:00pm. We hope to see you there! 

 

 

 

Used Uniform Sale 
The annual St. Joe’s Used Uniform Sale will be held on Wednesday, May 22.  The sale will be run from 

2:45pm – 4:00pm.  Additional details were sent out regarding how you can participate in the sale, both to sell 

your items and as a volunteer worker during the event. 

 

 

 


