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Back to School Guidelines for September 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Guardians,  
 
In just over a week, we will be welcoming our students back to school!   As you are likely aware, the 
provincial government recently released updated provincial health and safety guidelines in preparation 
for a return to school on Tuesday, September 7, 2021.  Some key updates from the Ministry of Education 
and the BC Centre for Disease Control (BCCDC) include: 
  

• All students will return to school for full-time, in-person learning. 
• According to public health experts, vaccines are the most effective way to reduce the risk 

of COVID-19. Public health officials strongly encourage ALL British Columbians aged 12 
and over to be fully vaccinated (i.e. receive 2 doses) to protect themselves and those 
around them. Children who are 11 can also be vaccinated if they are turning 12 by the 
end of 2021.  Registration is available online through the Get Vaccinated portal. 

• Masks will be required in all indoor areas for all St. Joe’s staff, visitors and students in 
Grades 4 through 7, regardless of vaccination status. 

• Parents of students in Kindergarten through Grade 3 are encouraged to have their child 
wear a mask. 

• Daily cleaning and disinfecting, including cleaning of frequently touched surfaces, will 
continue. 

• To reduce the likelihood of coming to the school when ill, students, staff and other adults 
(e.g. parents completing participation hours) are required to complete a daily health 
check prior to entering the building. 

o Families and students can use the K-12 Health Check app. 
o Staff and other adults can refer to the BCCDC’s When to get tested for 

COVID-19 document.  
o  As a reminder, students, staff or other adults must stay home when ill or 

when required by public health to self-isolate 
• Although physical distancing will no longer be required, St. Joe’s will continue to prevent 

crowding where possible by continuing to stagger our recess and lunch break times, 
managing flow of people in common areas, and carefully manage adult entry into the 
building. 

• Students will be able to resume sports, music, and other extracurricular activities where it 
is deemed safe to do so. 

 
 
 
 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/covid-19-safe-schools
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/covid-19/vaccine/register
https://www.k12dailycheck.gov.bc.ca/healthcheck?execution=e1s1
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/testing
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/testing
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There are undoubtedly many questions about school start times, pick-up times, as well and other 
school-based routines weekly.   The following protocols are specific to St. Joe’s, starting from  
September 7 until further notice:  
 
1. We will continue with a “soft start” each school morning. This means students can be dropped off 
ANYTIME from 8:40am-8:55am.  This is no longer dependent on last name.  Students will go straight to 
their classrooms from either of the 2 drop-off zones, instead of waiting outside the school in pre-COVID 
times. Parents are asked to remain in their cars during morning drop-off (same as last year).   

 
2. Our afternoon pick-up process will revert to a regular 3:00pm dismissal for ALL students. Parents can 
either pick up their kids at one of the 2 pickup zones (assisted by Grade 7 crossing guards or staff), or 
they can park their car and escort their children across the marked “crossing zone” to their car.  Parents 
must wear masks if they are leaving their cars. 

 
3. We are unable to resume Family Fridays at this time, but we plan to do so when it is deemed safe.  For 
the time being, our monthly assemblies and school masses will be for students and staff only. 
    
I want to reassure our families that St. Joe’s will continue to do our absolute best to provide a calm, 
welcoming, and safe return to school for your children and we are looking forward to seeing them soon.  
Please note that Tuesday, September 7 is a HALF-DAY, with a noon dismissal for all students. 
 
In the meantime, please continue to enjoy your summer with your loved ones. 
 
  
God Bless,  

 
Paul Fraser, Principal 
 

 
 
 

 


