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   Dear Parents and Guardians,  
  

A happy April to everyone!  After listening to Mark Guevarra share his inspirational words on 
Synodality during our Lenten Parish Mission,  I am reminded why we are called to be 
“Resurrection People” or People of Love.  Our actions should be fuelled with this belief 
during all times of the year,  but particularly during a time when we prepare to celebrate God’s 
ultimate act of love for us.  Our faith calls us to action by living lives of love, mercy, and 
forgiveness.   

During these emotionally challenging times, and as war rages on in the Ukraine, I often turn to 
the words of our amazing Pope for guidance.  Pope Francis shares with us that “faith is less 
about the use of power to shape the social order than about straight forward efforts of kindness 
and generosity, the gifts from a heart that is simply glad to be alive.”  These gifts from a 
grateful heart can have a profound influence on those around us.   

The words of Pope Francis guide us towards a simple yet powerful mindset. But how do we 
teach our children to do this?  The answer is easy yet challenging at the same time.  We teach 
them to achieve holiness by savouring the simple pleasures that God has given them.   We can 
try to live each day with an awareness and appreciation of the sights, sounds, smells, and 
tastes of each experience God provides for us each and every day – IF we can slow down 
enough to savour them.  

Ask your children this question: "can you tell me a simple pleasure that happened, that you 
enjoyed, in the past day?”  Perhaps we need to ask our children (and each other) less about 
"What did you do today?”, and ask more questions like "What surprised you today?” Or – 
“What made your heart glad today?” 

There is a connection between simple pleasures and gratitude. Being glad to be alive (even in 
the midst, of anxiety, grief, and turmoil) allows us to spill our light into a world on edge. If we 
let Grace take root, it spreads out onto others.  

In Christ, 

 
Paul Fraser                                                                
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Spirit Day for March: Water First - Clean Water Initiative             
 Last month’s Spirit Day took place on Tuesday, March 8.   We are pleased to announce that our 
Spirit Dress Down raised $448.30.  As mentioned previously, this money will be used to provide 
access to clean drinking water for Indigenous peoples.  
  
 

It’s Time For Summer Uniforms Again 
Students are permitted to wear summer uniforms for the remainder of the year.  Please note that 
summer uniforms are optional.  
  
  
3-Way Student Teacher Conferences – April 6 & 7 
Our Parent Teacher Conferences will be held over the next two days.   We are pleased to be 
bringing back our Scholastic Book Fair for both days!  Either before or after your 3 way 
conference, please visit our Book Fair, which will be set up this year in the gym.   
  
  
  
School Answering Machine- NOT WORKING  
Our school and parish answering machine system has suddenly stopped working.  While a new 
system is being brought in, please note that you are NOT able to leave a message on the school 
answering system.  If your child(ren) are going to be late or absent, please either call the school 
from 8am-4pm or after hours, you can send your message by email to our school office at: 
office@stjosephtheworker.ca 

Holy Thursday In-School Retreat and 12:00 (Noon) Dismissal 
We will be having our in-school Holy Thursday retreat during the morning of April 14.   Students 
will be led through various prayer and meditation activities to help prepare them for the Easter 
Triduum.  Please note that students are dismissed at 12:00 noon on Holy Thursday. 

Walkathon 2022 
We are excited to be able to return to our traditional Walkathon format.  The students and staff 
will be able to do our full Walkathon route through Steveston and Garry Point Park.  Our 
Walkathon date is set for Friday, May 13.  Please keep an eye out for more information that will 
be sent out after Easter!  
  




